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DUCK JOUP PLAYER/ i~c.
"SERVING THE COMMUNITY SINCT. 1969"

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

Theinformation below isdesigned totell you four things: (1) What we, Duck Soup Players, have
doneover thepast twoand ahalf years, arolling start if you will!; (2) What our current plansare;
(3) What our futureplansare; and (4) How webring these planstofruition, including difficultieswe
encounter.

OCTOBER -NOVEMBER - EARLY DECEMBER 2007

“My Old Kentucky Home” takes place on aplantation at the end of the Civil War where the widowed colonel
istryingto marry off hishigh maintenance daughter to theright suitor. The blustery colonel, apoor returning
soldier, ariver boat gambler with adancein his step and women on hismind, sassy sissy the housekeeper, the
widow next door with her own designs on the colonel and his plantation, and of coursethat daughter al make
for fun, colorful characters! Throw in period Steven Foster music rewritten enough to makeit P.C., aterrific set,
wonderful costumes, andit al addsup to agreat show! Brought tolife by avery talented and very dedicated
cast.

So, how wasit received? We' ve always given you wonder ful, glowing reportswith quotesfrom resi-
dents. Whilethey’'retrue, how much doesit really mean coming from us? Thistimeour reportisabit
different. On Wednesday, December 12, 2007, the MinneapolisStar Tribunedid an articleon

Ramsey County Prosecutor’s Office Chief of Saff, Jack Rhodes. Mr. Rhodesbelievesin our mission
sodeeply, heagreed todothestory only if Duck Soup wereincluded. So staff writer Pat Phiffer and a
photographer attended a performancein Sillwater... They tooweresold. Enjoy thearticle! (En-
closed.)

MARCH 2008

“Dog Park” isunleashed (out) for another short run. “ Dog Park” ismostly akids cast playing various
breedsof dogs... All theaction takesplacein adog park (hencethetitle). It’sanother all new productionthat’s
cute and fun. Along with somelifelessons, the seniorswill lovethekids! Plus, there sanew twist... We reagain
looking at alimited number of performancesin schools. We' Il keep you posted onthisone. Thiswasarunfun
onavery limited basis, but wasn't quite up to Duck Soup standards... script wise.

APRIL - MAY - EARLY JUNE 2008

“Lucky’'sLighthouse Caper” The can't-get-a-break Eastmansare on the road again. (Husband and wife
Richard and Amy, her mother and little sister. A vacation gone awry startswith an unplanned stay-over at an
abandoned lighthouse cottage dueto Richard’s carel esslate night driving. A suspicious, grizzled seacaptain, an
escaped circus-trained bear, adesperatereal estate salesman and strange, unexplained happeningsall makefor
atypicd fun-filled Eastman family vacation.
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So!... How didit go?... Once again, references and comparisonsto the old Carol Burnett Show weremade. A
compliment! Sadly, thewoman (Lanii Jones) who physically reminded peopleof Ms. Burnett retired at theend of
this production dueto declining health. She had been with usfor 15 years! A truetalent, and deeply committed to
our mission, Lanii will be missed! Thisshow wasafitting farewell for Ms. Joneswith audience’ showlsof laughter
and positive commentsas bright and undiminished asever.

AUGUST 2008 (Fir st threeweekends)
Duck Soup Player sFundraiser Performances-- L unaRossa Restaur ant - Stillwater

“Nick AcePl.... In a Case of Fowl Play’
Production Costs

Program Printing $430
Ticket Printing 185
“Special Event” Insurance 240
OutsideBanner 130
Flyer/Poster Printing 60
Artwork-Programg/Flyers 88
Mailing 205
Electrical Cords 58
Fans 80
Sipends 945

$2,421
INCOME: Ticket & Duck Sales  $3,210
Production Costs -2,421
TOTAL PROFIT $789

Bottom line... Wasit worth it? Cons dering the tremendous amount of work for the amount we earned, and the
extraordinary dampness of the venue which caused much, much morework to correct mold and rust issues
afterwards, aflat NOistheanswer. Note: During thefall show rehearsal's, when we hooked up our sound
system, the units sparked and smoked —ruined! Dampness caused rusting, causing ashort. Weweretold that
repairing the system would cost morethan replacement... Scratch any profit from the summer show!!

However, there were some bright spotsto be sure:

» Thesize of audiencesincreased toward the end of therun... dueto word of mouth.

* The audiences|oved the show.

» Many, many complimentson afamily-friendly production.

* Lotsof folkswanted to know when wewould be back.

» Some peopl e came back to see the show asecond time bringing different friendsaong.

* It wasachancetointroduce the Duck Soup Player’smission to anew group of individuals... Who knows
whether thiswill lead to new supporters. (A few audience membersmade additiona contributionsafter the
show.)

Wouldwedoit again?... Depends... But most certainly never againinthesummer. (I think weall had mold
growing on usby theend.) Therestaurant certainly wantsus back. We' || haveto think long and hard about that.

Onepoint of frustration waspublicity. The Stillwater Gazette did agreat job for us, but the &t. Paul Pioneer
Pressand Minneagpolis Star Tribune newspaperswouldn’t evenincludeusin their events calendar!

WE Il keep you posted. Inthe meantime, it’ sback to our mission!
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OCTOBER - NOVEMBER - DECEMBER 2008

“Truth, Justiceand theAmerican Way” is, asthe namewould indicate, an old fashion melodrama“ done-
up” Duck Soup style! It'sdl there... Thevillain and hisstumbling sidekick intraining, theintended victims of
their skullduggery (awidow and her lovely daughter) and of course, the hero (with an ego asbig asthe sky)
Pureheart Powerfull and hislittle shadow Polly. A comedy that had audiences sometimes cheering for thevillain.
Thisbeing an e ection year, wea so gavethe audiencesagreat laugh by poking fun at both political parties. A
wonderful evening had by al with many folksasking, “How do you come up with such funny stuff time after
time”

But therewastrouble... After this past summer’ sfiasco (the damp dinner theatre), wewereready to put afun,
simple show together for our fall production... Not so! First, welost our M aplewood rehearsal/audition space
this past spring. We' ve been rehearsing in Bayport recently (agreat spot, but not so centrally located.) We held
auditionsin Stillwater... Few showed up. Seemsevery other theatrein the Twin Citieswasauditioning at the
sametime. Moreauditionswere held... Fewer people showed up. Meanwhile, the clock wasticking toward
opening night. Next it wason to anumber of talent resources. By thistime, two of our “regular” Duck Soupers
had freed up their schedulesto come aboard. Great! Our resourceswere garnering results, too. The show was
cast... Therehearsalswereon!! Two weeksinto rehearsalsacast member said certain performances dates
wouldn’t work for her. Much rescheduling was donewith grest difficulty including opening night. Sadly, some
performances had to be cancel ed outright. Another week into rehearsals... The same cast member said, “It’s
just too much! | can’t do the show.” Two dayslater, another cast member said the samething... And shequite
too. Wewere ableto recast thefemal e part, but it was soon apparent shewas adeeply troubled young woman.
(Turnsout shewasbipolar.) Sadly, but to our relief, she ssmply didn’t show up after four rehearsals. The clock
wasticking toward our new opening night. Theremaining cast membersmoralewas|ow, keeping ahappy and
positiveattitude wasnot easy. At last, one week before opening night, wewere abletofill themissing partswith
two very talented rock-solid peoplewith great hearts, abelief in, and acommitment to our mission. Withonly a
week to prepare, they rehearsed every day and had their music and linesdown by thethird day with the

remai ning time spent polishing. Inthe end, thesetwo peoplewereatreasure. Great additionsto our coregroup!

LATE JANUARY & FEBRUARY 2009

“Truth, Justiceandthe American Way” continued... Considering the performanceswe had to cancel during
our Fall run, we gathered the cast back together to fulfill those commitmentswith afew extrathrowninfor good
measure.

Also... JANUARY & FEBRUARY 2009 THREE WEEK END FUNDRAISER

“Moon Over Transylvania” thelast two weekendsin January and thefirst weekend in February at Luna
Rossain Stillwater. Remember what we said about never doing ashow at LunaRossain Stillwater againinthe
summer?Well, whilethe cavesare cool, they are not damp in thewinter. Effectively eliminating our mgjor
complaint about the venue, L una Rossa has asked usback for several moreweekends of fund-raising perfor-
mances. Again, no rent was charged plusthey fed us! Whilethis summer was not much asfar asmoney raised,
wedid see an increasein audience size by the end of the run. We need theincome sowesaid, yes... So how
did thisonego?... Much better, thank you!! We cut costsincluding stipends. Our audienceswerelarger and
grew! Some coming back asecond timewith friendsin tow asthey did last summer. We certainly ssemto be
getting acoreof theatre goerswho are anxiousto see more of our productionsand think highly of Duck Soup’s
main mission. Another thing shared with usby audienceswasthat they really enjoyed our “old fashion but
timeless’ humor... That they could have agreat night out and not be embarrassed if they brought the kidsor
grandmaalong. Onemoreitem, because of these performances, we' re getting more new callsthan ever from
senior residencesrequesting performances. (Relatives of residentstold the staff about us.) Bottom line: approxi-
mately $2,000 profit.
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APRIL - MAY - EARLY JUNE 2009

“Moon Over Miami 1V’ Moretroublefor Herbert and MarthaNeedler at the“ Open PAmsHotel.” Likethe
Eastman family, our audiences have enjoyed following Mr. & Mrs. Needler’ smishaps, plansgoneawry and
adventuresover theyears. Some good news even great newswith thisone: We picked up four wonderful cast
membersthat were new to Duck Soup (including J. P. BaronewhoistheAssistant MinnesotaAttor ney
General). Gee! Betweenthisfellow and Jack Rhodes, Ramsey County Attorney Chief of Staff, we havefriends
inhigh places!! (Jack hasdonethree showswith usand hasjoined our Board of Directors.) All four of the new
cast memberswerekind, considerate, fun, worked hard asateam, treated the“ old” cast memberswell, and
believedin our mission. They wereadreamto work with... Wow!!

Issues: A fifth new 12-year-old cast member didn’t work out so well. Shekept resisting stage directionsand her
mother who knew our schedul e from the beginning, demanded date and time changes aweek beforewe
opened. Wetried to accommodate as much aswe could until at the very last moment replacing her. But the
damage had been done... Intrying to placate her, we had moved our Scandiafundraiser from the second
weekend in May to thefourth weekend not realizing that there werefive weekendsin May thisyear and it was
Memorial Day weekend!! By thetimewereplaced her, it wastoo late, we could not move the dates back.
Ticket salesbombed.

Theupsidewasour “regular run” audienceshad agreat timeat the show, following all thetwists, turns, and
switching. They had lotsof fun and sang a ong withthemusic asusua! We'll giveyou just onequotefroma
Senior at Raymie Johnson Residence—“ Wth all the awful news and the country in such bad condition, it’s
wonderful to turn back the clock and laugh and dream a little longer after the show! God Bless you

people!”

The cast/audienceinteraction after the performanceswereterrific. Again wow!
FORECAST

OCTOBER - NOVEMBER - EARLY DECEMBER 2009

New adventuresfor Inspector Jagues Clouseau, Sr.in... “ ThePurple Puma SrikesAgain!!” ... Aloose
take-off onthe*“Pink Panther” movies... Mix inapinch of Duck Soup, add adash of Gilbert & Sullivanmusic
for atasteof class, and you haveit! Intermsof script/music, probably one of our more sophisticated produc-
tionsalongwith“Nick AcePl.” All the action takes placein aseacoast mansionin England, November 1940.
There' sbeen much skulduggery and amurder and plenty of suspectswithamotive. Enter Clouseau, S.... Great
funfordl!

JANUARY - FEBRUARY 2010

“JonsTheJuggler” isaoneman show with wonderful appeal for both seniorsand thekids. Hisstyleasa
fumbling Norwegianimmigrant with Scandinavian humor, magic and juggling, certainly endear himto theaudi-
ence. But just asimportant ishisheart. Jons' one-on-onewith the seniors and kids before and after the shows,
making magic balloon animalsor folded paper toysfor thekids, areall part of what makes* Jons’ atrue Duck
Souper.

ALSO, LATE JANUARY - EARLY FEBRUARY 2010
Wewill be performing“ PurplePuma” for athreeweekend fundraiser at LunaRossaltalian Restaurant in
Stillwater... No reason to expect anything but asuccessfor thisone!!
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APRIL - MAY 2010
We' recurrently working on an all new production, (working title: “ Fool’sGold” ). Fun show! We'll keep you
uptodateonthisone...

OCTOBER - NOVEMBER - DECEMBER 2010
“Mystery On TheNileor AreYou My Mummy?” ... Inspector Clouseau, Sr. isonthetrail of amissing
person, thistimein Cairo, Egypt... But, there' smystery, danger, along with comedy intheair.

PRODUCTION NOTES
« Wewill continueto produce one or two showsper year that will include children of various ages.

* Wewill actively pursueincluding senior citizensin our productions.

« Wewill include Duluth and Rochester in any out-statetours only on an* as-we-can” basis (depending on our
cashflow.)

* Thispast season, 53 performanceswere given with approximately 7,900in attendance.

« Of coursewearevery concerned about the price of gasoline dueto the very nature of our mission. Wewill try
toincreasethe amount of the gasoline stipend we give our actors. Because without the volunteers, we' re* dead
ducks.”

And now... A word about those peoplewho give so very generoudly of their timeto make our productions
possible.

We have often said that our volunteer performersneed “theright stuff” ... A balanced blend of talent, compas-
sion, dedication, discipline, and just plain heart. Oncewesign on thesefolksthrough careful screening, that’s
just thebeginning. Consider this: Each production requires approximately 45 hours per person for rehearsal,
(three hours, three daysaweek for fiveweeks). Therehearsal spaceisdonated to us, anounting to anin-kind
donation of $2,025. Oncethe performancesbegin, approximately 96 hours per person are needed, four hours
per performancefor 24 performances... (Travel time, set up, performance, break down.) Most showshavean
average of eight peopleinthem. That’'satotal of 768 volunteer hours needed for one production run. If we
do three shows each season, the total risesto 2,304 hours. If wewereto pay these performersamodest $7.00
per hour, that expensewould be $16,121, add inrehearsal timevalue, thetotal is$23,688, not including
rehearsal space. Asyou can see, these performersarevery valuableto us.

Wedo hiresupport staff, i.e., music directorsand production directors(if Pat Bettendorf isn’t directing,)
choreographs, costumers, technical support, etc. Although there have been numeroustimes (with the exception
of themusic director) that volunteersfill thesepositionsaswell.

Not only do these people perform, but they are also the stage crew. One hour prior to curtain time, the cast
arrivesand unloadsthetruck and trailer (regardless of weather conditions) and setsup for the performance.
After the performance, the cast becomes* part of thecrowd,” socializing withtheresidents. Finally, it'stimeto
disassemble and rel oad the setsand equipment. Imagine... All thisafter attending school or working all day!
Night after night, week after week, it'sno wonder that wethink our volunteersare so speciad. THEY ARE!
Thosewho have been recipientsof our performances or sponsorsof the Duck Soup Playersover theyears
know well the end results of our efforts, but may not have an in-depth appreciation of thework that goesinto
each production.
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DUCK SOUPPLAYERS*OTHERWING”

Someyearsago, Mr. Bettendorf had long seen areal voidinthelivesof thoseliving in residencesand nursing
homeswhiletouring with the Duck Soup Players... Peoplemissed their petsand in many cases, experienced
very painful emptiness. In 1994, Pat brought apuppy (Katie) for the expresspurposeto helpfill that void. After
extensivetraining, in January 1996 K atie passed with “flying colors’ atest/examination by Ther apy Dogs

I nter national. Sadly, after eight yearsof therapy work, Katie passed away on August 12, 2004 from cancer.

Now “Ruby” makestheroundsat nursing homesand senior residences. Theseinclude hospicevisitsonanon-
call basis, Ruby, apit mix... yes... theway they truly are supposeto be, isalso Ther apy Dog I nter national
certified andinsured. Shea sowon arolein the Lakeshore Players production of “ Cheaper By The Dozen”
Shewon the hearts of the cast, crew and the sold-out audiences, many of whom bought ticketswhen they read
one of themany newspaper articlesabout Ruby. Infact, two directorswho saw her on stage wanted her for
their productions, they didn’t work out because of timing and distance on our part.

» On Saturday, February 3, 2007, Ruby wasinducted intothe Minnesota Animal Hall of Fame spon-
sored by theMinnesota Veterinary M edical Association... Impressivedoggie!!

* Given an achievement awar d by theNew York Animal Foundation.

» On December 29, 2007, TheMinneapolisStar Tribunedid avery major pieceon Ruby which was
picked up by theA.P. ... going nationwide! Then to Europe!!

Lastly, Ruby wasentered inthe Milk-Bone Dog Biscuit Company’s 100-Year Anniversary “ SpokesDog”
Contest. Out of thetens of thousands of entrants, shemadethefinal 100! The public (nationwide) voted for a
winner. Thethreefinalists (whichincluded Ruby!!!) wereflownto Hollywood to appear onthe“BonnieHunt
Show” wherethewinner wasannounce. Thetotal prize package was approximately $145,000!!... If wewon,
we ear marked a$26,000 donation to Duck Soup to help pay down their indebtedness.

Theresult?... Ruby placed 2nd receiving only 497 voteslessthan thewinner! Shedidreceiveanicedigital
camera, alifetime supply of Milk-Bones, and her picturewill soon gracethefront of Milk-Bone boxesworld-
wide... But no cash! OUCH!... Sooo close. Wedid havefunin Hollywood being treated like movie stars.
Bottom line, Ruby isback and busier than ever making adifferencein people’slives.

Please visit our website at www.ducksoupplayers.com



